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REFS: (A) STATE 294521; (B) BONN 20370 

BEGIN SUMMARY. BONN GROUP WAS UNABLE TO REACH AGREEMENT 
ON US AMENDMENTS TO COMMUNIQUE PASSAGE AS PROPOSED 
IN REF (A) AND DECIDED TO PLACE BOTH FORMULATIONS - 
"DETENTE" AND "RELAXATION OF TENSIONS" - IN SQUARE 
BRACKETS FOR RESOLUTION IN BRUSSELS. END SUMMARY. 

1 . IN DECEMBER 3 BONN GROUP MEETING, US REP REOPENED 
QUESTION OF DRAFT COMMUNIQUE PASSAGE ON BERLIN AND 
GERMANY AND PROPOSED AMENDMENTS AS INSTRUCTED IN 
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2. UK REP (HITCH) RESPONDED THAT HE WOULD CERTAINLY 
BE WILLING TO REPORT US PROPOSALS TO LONDON. HOWEVER, 

HE SAW NO CHANCE FOR REACHING AGREEMENT ON 

A REVISED TEXT IN THE BONN GROUP. BECAUSE OF HIBBERT'S 
INTENTION, REPORTED IN REF (B), TO REOPEN DISCUSSION 
OF PARA C OF THE DRAFT AT THE SENIOR LEVEL MEETING, 

HITCH EXPECTED TO HEAR NOTHING MORE FROM LONDON BEFORE 
THEN ON THE COMMUNIQUE. 

3. FRENCH REP (BOISSIEU) REACTED TO US PROPOSAL BY 
SAYING FRENCH OF COURSE WOULD PREFER TO KEEP THE WORD 
DETENTE AND HE THEREFORE COULD NOT AGREE TO 

THE CHANGE. HOWEVER, AS THE PHRASEOLOGY IS PART OF 
A MORE GENERAL PROBLEM BEING DEALT WITH IN BRUSSELS, 
BOISSIEU SAID HE SAW LITTLE PURPOSE IN DRAT. TNG WITH IT 
FURTHER IN THE BONN GROUP. BOISSIEU DID SUGGEST AS 
A COMPROMISE USING ' RELAXATION OF TENSIONS" IN PARA D 
IF "DETENTE" WERE LEFT IN PARA C. ASKED BY US REP IF 
HE WOULD BE WILLING TO REVERSE THAT COMPROMISE (PER 
PARA 2, REF A), BOISSIEU DECLINED AND SUGGESTED THAT 
IT SHOULD BE LEFT TO BRUSSELS TO DEAL WITH IT. ONCE 
A DECISION WAS REACHED THERE ON THE COMMUNIQUE AS A 
WHOLE, THE BERLIN PASSAGE WOULD FALL IN LINE. 

4. FRG REP (HENZE) SAID THE FRG COULD ACCEPT EITHER 
"DETENTE" OR "RELAXATION OF TENSIONS." IN EITHER CASE, 

IT WOULD BE TRANSLATED INTO GERMAN AS "ENTSPANNUNG." 

5. AFTER BRIEF FURTHER DISCUSSION, IT WAS DECIDED TO 
PUT BOTH FORMULATIONS - "DETENTE" AND "RELAXATION OF 
TENSIONS" - INTO SQUARE BRACKETS IN TEXT, LEAVING 
THE QUESTION TO BE RESOLVED IN BRUSSELS AT THE SENIOR 
LEVEL MEETING. 

6. COMMENT: WHILE IT MIGHT HAVE BEEN POSSIBLE TO 
WORK OUT A COMPROMISE WITH FRENCH REP, 

HITCH’S POSITION THAT HIS HANDS WERE TIED AND THAT 
HE WOULD BE UNABLE TO GET NEW INSTRUCTIONS MADE IT 
USELESS TO PURSUE THE MATTER. IT APPEARS THAT THE 
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BRITISH WILL NOT IN ANY CASE AUTHORIZE GIVING A TEXT 
TO THE REST OF NATO BEFORE THE SENIOR LEVEL MEETING. 
STOESSEL 
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